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with.After a few false starts, the project got the green light in
January of 2011. The first couple of million were slated to go
to a new medical building at the edge of downtown, where it

would have been served by a train station. That's not going to
happen. Officials announced this week that the city will end

up spending about a quarter of the entire project, if not more.
The medical building will get $10 million or so, with no new
construction and no trains. The rest will go to other parts of

the center, like the planned $85-million arts and
entertainment center. Plans for the $1.4 billion urban bus
transportation hub, which is expected to cost about $37

million to build, still are evolving. A spokeswoman for Mayor
Thomas M. Menino said the city is "working diligently to

resolve" major questions about the design, including
pedestrian safety. Boston is already spending hundreds of

millions of dollars on other bus and rail projects. Mayor
Menino has said that he wants that money to be spent on

creating a real citywide network of buses and trains, and not
on shiny new buildings. When construction is done, the
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station could get a grand entryway covered in shiny granite,
the way the other parts of the transit hub are. At a news

conference yesterday, the mayor said it was not good enough
to stick to the original $1.4-billion budget, and that he may
ask the city council to spend as much as $300 million more.
The city is talking about building a train tunnel from North

Station through a busy intersection, and in a previous version
of the plan, the governor's office said it wanted to eliminate
the long-used Dorchester Avenue Bridge, on the way to the
city. Those plans were met with strong opposition from the

state and from the mayor, and later backed off.Q: Why does
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