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One part of my life that I do plan on keeping is my blog, because it has developed into something special that I enjoy doing, mostly because of the GTL students. Even though this is my first time having a blog, I can already tell that the
addition of blogging to my life is only going to add more value to it. Learning a new language, and especially learning a language while living in a foreign country, can be a very isolating experience. The GTL students are very interactive

with me and each other, making my post-college, American life a little more normal than I previously thought it would be. After months of random conversations and laughter with fellow GTL students, I really feel I know them. While I was
an introvert in high school and college, life in France has brought out my extrovert side. I feel like I could talk to anyone about anything, and thats what blogging is all about. Thus far, Ive managed to find a good balance between my
introverted and extroverted sides, and I plan on keeping it that way. One of the most bizarre things that have happened to me here in France is how much I like French wine. Something I love about this is that Im learning a brand new

language, while trying to learn about a new culture. I get to pick my wine along with my friends, which means Im having a large collection of foreign wines. The first one I tried was a 90+ rated Sancerre, the Reims. It was definitely a huge
letdown, in the best way. Im not so sure Im a fan of the style of wine, but I know I want to keep trying, just to ensure I dont choose the wrong thing. Today, Ive tried my first wine from Champagne, and I have a bad feeling about it! Its a

pink-colored rosé from Orbal, which, according to my rough translation, means the grapes are pink. I had half a glass and it tasted like jelly, which I hate, so I threw the rest away. I dont care that the grapes are red, Im just not too excited
about the idea of trying a wine that tastes like jello. I will, however, take this as a learning experience and leave the wine alone for now. I just want to focus on learning the language and making connections with the GTL students as often

as possible.
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Of course this journey has also been a hard one. I couldnt anticipate just how lonely I would feel in a country that im not even remotely familiar with and dont speak, how much the Italian work culture differed from the American one. Sleep
was a nightmare as I was constantly interrupted by the early morning cleaning and food preparation as well as long work nights. Plus, this is a big country with lots of history, and it has its own language! It was frustrating to not even be
able to read something I would want to read when traveling to a new place, not be able to communicate with whoever I was travelling with, or not understand the signs or information I wanted to read. I got into classes with a fellow GTL

student named Marco, and weve become good friends. While he is much more of a social guy than I am, hes also very easygoing and often speaks about his interest in Italian politics and society. Of course, while I was getting used to the
ways Italians do things, I was also learning that Italy isnt as nice and friendly as it seems. (A lot of people wont even try to speak English, for example.) Theres lots of things I havent explored or done, but that wont be because Im avoiding
exploring or doing in these six months. I havent yet stood in a Chinese market or drank a pint in the English pubs around campus. I still havent spent time in a bookstore. Hell, I still havent stood in the place you stand when youre out in

public and talk to yourself. Its true what they say about French people: they will pay you back for pretending to understand them when they talk to you, even though you didnt do it on purpose. Because they can sense it in you, and laugh
because they know theyve gained an additional layer of mystery and intrigue. But if you just opened yourself up to do these things, youd notice that things would fall into place around you. 5ec8ef588b
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