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spontaneous hypertensive rat (SHR). The present study was undertaken to examine mechanisms underlying sympathetic nerve activation and the response to a nitric oxide (NO) donor in SHR compared with Wistar Kyoto rats (WKY). We measured activity of sympathetic nerve fibers in the isolated hindquarters of

conscious SHR and WKY using sympathetic nerve recording electrodes and the response to S-nitroso-N-acetylpenicillamine (SNAP), a NO donor, was examined in all groups. SNAP (0.3 mg kg(-1), s.c.) significantly increased vagal nerve activity in both SHR and WKY. The increase in frequency of bursts of
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