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The new numbering scheme should be more familiar to readers since it is the same as the one used on
most Fender reissues from the 2000s forward. 1962 - 1979 Model The first model year produced for the
Fender Precision Bass is 1962. All models in this period are serialized in the same fashion with a prefix
that identifies the country of origin. In most instances, a suffix was added to the country of origin prefix

to further identify a specific model. Only basses have been produced in most countries during this
period: for example, both U.S. built and English built instruments were produced in the U.S. at this time,

but the English models use the UK prefix ES rather than the U.S. prefix US. Upon introduction of the
1964 model, a mixture of U.S. built and British built instruments were produced in the United States,

but as described in more detail below, the subsequent years saw a transition to the U.S. production of
the Precision Bass. Model year numbers have gradually changed from 1963 through 1969. Models
produced in 1963, though, were almost exactly like the earlier models of the '50s and '60s, and all
models produced in 1964 continued the same design. 1967-69 Model The '67-69 Model series of

Precision Basses uses the model year prefixes F and P for Fender USA and Fender Prewar, respectively.
This numbering scheme was used primarily for export models during this period and while it is

generally the same as the U.S. models, the prefixes are different. Further, certain models produced for
the European market, including the Bassman, ESP, Custom, and Goldie Bass, were produced in the USA,
and carry a prefix of US. This scheme continued in various export markets, such as Japan, Canada, and
others, until the late 1970s. 1970-69 Model There were two short-lived model year prefixes used for the
Fender Precision Bass in 1970 and 1971. The first, LP, was used from 1970-71 and was quickly replaced
by the BE model, which used an 11 prefix. The 11 prefix was only used for 1971 and 1972, and seems
to have been replaced by the 12 prefix from 1972 forward. Fender Precision Bass Serial Number Guide
The current model year numbering began in 1973. Models produced in this period include the Precision

Bass, Bassman, Elite, Jazz Bass, Jazz Bass Special, and Stingray. Prior to the change, the production
location for each model was coded into the model year on the instrument's decal. For example, the

1973 model year Elite Bass was made in England and usually carries the ES prefix. With the change to
the new system, the location of production is coded directly into the serial number body. 1974-79

Model In addition to the model year numbering changing from F to P, the 1974 Precision Bass model
year was coded as P26-24. Further, the P prefix is only used from 1974 on, with all other model years

starting with a 12.
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some of the serial numbers are stamped directly on the body of the instrument. some of them can be
found on parts and on the package. others are stamped on the body of the guitar, sometimes near the

neck, and also in different locations. in some cases, you have to remove a part to find the serial
number. the serial number may be found on the rear end or sides of the body, on the neck plate, on the
bridge, on the top or back of the headstock, on the back of the headstock, near the junction of the neck
and the body, or on the vibrato cover plate. we have compiled a list of serial numbers that have been

documented and can help you to identify your instrument. the list below is not exhaustive, but it is very
accurate and complete. in addition, we have created a serial number chart on the next page. feel free
to use it if you want to help identify your serial number, and to help us create additional entries. serial

number numbers have been used in various locations on fender instruments, such as the top of the
neck plate, the front or back of the headstock and the back of the neck near the junction with the body.
serial numbers were stamped on the back vibrato cover plate on early 50s stratocaster guitars, and on

the bridge plate between the pickup and the saddles on some telecaster guitars. serial number
locations on fender guitars are very consistent. the numbers are always centered on the top or back of
the body on the neck plate, and are always located between the neck and the body. for example, the

following serial numbers are for guitars with a 3-bolt neck joint: 5ec8ef588b
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